Constitution of the Student Body

Seminary of the Southwest
(To be updated in the 2009-2010 Academic Year)

Article I. Name

The organization serves the community of the Seminary of the Southwest (“SSW”) and is named The
Student Body of the Seminary of the Southwest (“the Student Body”).

Article 1. Membership and Definitions

Ila. The Student Body is comprised of students registered with SSW for at least one course
for credit in the academic year.

I b. The academic year is defined as beginning with orientation in August prior to the Fall
semester and continuing for twelve months.

Ilc. A Senior student is any student (other than a student described in 11 g) who prior to the
end of the academic year anticipates receiving either a degree or diploma from SSW. Collectively, such
students constitute the Senior class.

Id. A Junior student is any student (other than a student described in 1l ¢ or
I1 g who is in his/her first academic year, and who anticipates receiving either a degree or diploma from
SSW at the completion of his/her studies. Collectively, such students constitute the Junior class.

Ile. A Middler student is any student (other than a student described in Il c, Il d, or Il g)
who anticipates receiving a degree or diploma from SSW. Collectively, such students constitute the
Middler class.

If. The Student Body does not include students enrolled in the Lutheran Seminary Program
in the Southwest (“LSPS”), and such students are not governed by this constitution. However, given the
close nature of SSW and LSPS, LSPS may select a representative to the Student Council as provided in
Acrticle 111 below.

Ilg. Students who are registered in the Master of Arts in Pastoral Ministry or of the Master
of Counseling of SSW (“MAPM / MAC students”) are included in the Student Body and may select a
representative to the Student Council as provided in Article 111 b below

Article I11. Student Council

I a. The student Council will be comprised of six to eight members of equal voice and
vote. These members will consist of two Junior representatives, two Middler representatives, two Senior
representatives, one LSPS student representative (if selected), and one MAPM / MAC student
representative (if selected).

IlIb.  The selection of a LSPS student representative will be in accordance with the
procedures of LSPS. The failure of LSPS to select a representative will not affect the operations of the
Student Council.

Illc.  The selection of a MAPM / MAC student representative will take place at the beginning
of the academic year which includes the term of office, under procedures established by the director of
the MAPM / MAC programs. The failure of the MAPM / MAC students to select a representative will
not affect the operations of the Student Council.

Il1d. Elections of Representatives from the Juniors, Middlers, and Seniors.
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I11d (1). Each class will elect one female and one male representative.

11 d (2). The Senior representatives are elected by the Middler class in the Spring semester of
the academic year preceding the term of office, during the week of pre-registration for the Fall semester.
Nominations will be solicited from class members through announcements made by the Middler
representatives when the students are gathered for a core curriculum class and may also be solicited by
email announcement. Nominations for the Senior representative are to be made in writing (and only with
the consent of the nominee) to a current Middler representative in the five-day class week most
immediately preceding the week of the election. The Middler representatives will present all nominees to
the Middler class for election.

11 d (3). The Middler representatives are elected by the Junior class in the Spring semester of
the academic year preceding the term of office, during the week of pre-registration for the Fall semester.
Nominations will be solicited from class members through announcements made by the Junior
representatives when the students are gathered for a core curriculum class and may also be solicited by
email announcement. Nominations for the Middler representatives are to be made in writing (and only
with the consent of the nominee) to a current Junior representative in the five-day class week most
immediately preceding the week of the election. The Junior representatives will present all nominees to
the Junior class for election.

I11 d (4). The Junior representatives are selected during the Orientation in August or within the
first five class days of the Fall semester of the academic year, under the guidance of the Senior
representatives. Nominations will be solicited from the entering Juniors by announcement at a gathering
at which all are reasonably expected to be present and may also be solicited by email announcement.
Nominations for the Junior representatives are to be made in writing to a Senior representative by no later
than the second class day of the academic year. The Senior representatives will present all nominees to
the Junior class for election.

I11d (5). All elections will be by secret ballot and are to be held immediately following a core-
curriculum class in the designated election week. Notice of the election will be given by oral class
announcement at least one day in advance. In addition, notice may be posted or sent by email.

I11d (6). A representative will be elected by a simple majority of those present and voting. In
the case of a tie, a run-off election will be held within five days of the general election.

11 d (7). All terms of office expire at the Last Gathering of the Spring semester. New Middler
and Senior representatives will take office at that time and will constitute a quorum until the election of
other members in the Fall of the academic year.

I11d (8). The elected members of the Student Council will be presented to the Student Body at
the Thursday Eucharist of the first week of the academic year.

I11 d (9). A vacancy in any Student Council seat is to be filled by a special election to be
directed by the Student Council in a manner consistent with the provisions of this article.

Il e. Organization and Duties of the Student Council

Il e (1). The Student Council will hold regular monthly meetings during the Fall and Spring
semesters.

Il e (2). The first regular meeting of the full Student Council in an academic year occurs after
the Junior, Middler and Senior representatives have been elected.

Il e (3). At the last regular meeting of the Spring semester, after Middler and Senior
representatives for the coming academic year have been elected, the Student Council will appoint one of
the new Senior representatives to be Convener during the coming year and one of the new Middler
representatives to serve as Treasurer.
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Il e (4). At the first regular meeting of the Student Council in the Fall semester, one of the
Junior representatives will be appointed to serve as Secretary.

Il f (5). The duties of the Convener are to announce regular meetings, to call special sessions,
to solicit agenda items, to determine the agenda for meetings of the Student Council and the Student
Body (see Article IV below), and to preside over the meetings of the Student Body meetings.

I11 f (6). The duties of the Treasurer are to collect and disburse the stipulated funds as provided
by this constitution and the Student Body and in accordance with the written policy of the council. The
Treasurer shall keep accurate records. The Treasurer shall make reports at regular meetings of the
Council concerning the financial position of the Student Bodly.

Il f (7). The duties of the Secretary are to keep a permanent record of the proceedings of the
Student Body and of the council, and to have charge of their official correspondence. The Secretary will
post minutes of Student Council meetings in a timely manner so to inform the Student Body.

Il f (8). The Senior representatives are to act as liaisons to the administration and Board of
Trustees of SSW.

I f (9). The Student Council will appoint one or more of its members to the Standing
Committees described in Article IV or to committees otherwise needed to assist in carrying out the
desires of the Student Counsel or the Student Body.

I11 f (10) All Senior, Middler and Junior representatives will serve as ex-officio members of the
Community Life and Worship Committee of SSW.

Il f (11). At the request of the Dean or Academic Dean, members of the Student Council will
make recommendations for student appointments to faculty committees.

Il f (12). The Student Council will conduct an election by the Student Body of two members of
the Student Body to serve on the Seminary Council. This election will take place prior to the second
meeting of the Seminary Council in the academic year. Such election will be in a manner agreed upon by
the Student Council.

Article 1V. Student Body Meetings

IVa. A meeting of the Student Body will be called once per semester. Additional meetings,
as needed, will be called by the Council or by a petition to the Council from a quorum of the Student
body.

IVb. Should the constitutionally required quorum (one-third of full-time students of SSW
who attend daytime classes) not be present, the Student Council may, upon a unanimous vote of those
students present, declare a quorum to present.

IVc.  Any member of the Student Body may vote at the Student Body meeting. Any item on
the agenda for the meeting may be passed by a simple majority at any meeting at which a quorum of the
Student Body is present.

Article V. Committees

V a. The Student Council will establish standing committees as needed to fulfill the
purposes of the Student Body and Student Council. The current standing committees are described
below.

V b. A member of the Student Council will serve on each standing committee and report to
the Student Council on the committee's activities. Such report will include a financial report where
appropriate.
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V c. The Mission/Social Action Committee has the duty to study areas in which the Student
Body's Mission and Social Action funds may be expended, and to make recommendations for such
expenditures to the Council. These funds will include the offertory collections from Christ's Chapel.

Vd. The Harvey Lecture Committee has the duty to plan, organize, and facilitate all
activities in connection with the Harvey Lecture Series in the Spring semester.

Ve. The Visitors Weekend Committee has the duty to plan and facilitate all activities in
connection with Visitors Weekend in the Spring with the assistance of the administration of SSW.

Vf. The chairs of each standing committee will be chosen by the committee members,
except that the Dean will appoint a student to chair the Visitors Weekend Committee in consultation with
the Student Council. It is recommended that committee chairs be appointed at the end of the Spring
semester for the following academic year.

Article VI. Financial Assessment and Fees

Vla.  The Student Council will assess Activity Fees in an amount to be determined by the
Council and to be collected by the administration of SSW during registration of the Fall and Spring
Academic terms and remitted to the Student Council. These funds, once paid to the Student Council, will
be kept by the Treasurer in a general fund. Disbursements by the Treasurer from the general fund shall
be made at the direction of the Council.

VIb. Funds accruing to the Student Body from any other sources shall be noted and kept by
the Treasurer in the general fund and are to be disbursed at the direction of the Council, including the
offertory monies collected in Christ's Chapel. NOTE: CHECK ABOUT THIS IN RELATION TO
SOCIAL JUSTICE COMMITTEE

Article VII.. Ratification and Amendment

VIla. Upon ratification of this Constitution by a majority of votes cast at a Student Body
Meeting at which a quorum is present. This Constitution voids and replaces all previous constitutions of
the Student Body, regardless of how titled or amended.

VII'b.  Any proposed amendments to this Constitution will be submitted in writing to the
Student Council for consideration.

VIl c. If the Council deems a proposed amendment worthy, or if a petition signed by one-
third of the Student Body is presented to the Council, a meeting of the Student Body shall be called for
the purpose of discussing and voting on the proposed amendment.

VIl d. A proposed amendment shall be posted for a period of five class days prior to the
Student Body meeting.

VIII e. This Constitution may be amended by a simple majority of votes cast at a Student Body
Meeting at which a quorum is present.

Adopted:
November, 2005

Revised: Student Body Meeting, April 16, 2008.

The Episcopal Theological Seminary of the Southwest is an accredited member of The Association of
Theological Schools (ATS, 10 Summit Park Dr., Pittsburgh, PA, 15275-1103; Telephone 412-788-6505;
www.ats.edu), and of the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS, 1866 Southern Lane,
Decatur, GA, 30033-4097; Telephone 404-679-4500; www.sacs.org).

Information contained in this Student Handbook is subject to change and does not constitute any form of
contractual agreement.
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EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF TEXAS,
HOUSEKEEPING & TECHNOLOGY

BAILEY CENTER AT RATHER HOUSE
BOOHER LIBRARY

BOOKSTORE & SEMINAR ROOM
CHRIST CHAPEL

CARRIAGE HOUSE

CLASSROOMS

COLLEGE COURT APARTMENTS

EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF TEXAS
(opening 2009)

McDONALD FACULTY & EDUCATION
BUILDING OFFICES & CLASSROOMS

ARCHIVES OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH

VISITOR SUITES

WEEKS CAMPUS CENTER

A - Knapp Auditorium
B - Howell Dining Hall
C - Maddux Lounge

RESTROOMS

ELEVATORS

STAIRS





